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Editorial

My grateful thanks to the members who kindly responded to my recent request for content, without which
this issue would have been very thin fare indeed. | have enough content now in hand to get Issue 88 —
Autumn 2026 well underway (due September/October), but more is always welcome.

The show season slows for the Summer, then ramps up again into the Autumn. Your editor especially has
a rather packed calendar, including some outings for my pair of British HO layouts. And I'll be constructing
another (my third) as an entry to DEMU’s small layout competition.

D Hood’s ‘Batch 2’ Freightliner Set, built from Worsely Works etches. See Page 9
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Just Another Grimy A3 c1960 Mike Greenwood

Having decided to take a chance and alter the very expensive 'Scotsman' to make it an everyday loco,l
started by removing the body by removing the screws as per the instructions. The body was sticking at the
cab end, so | poked a screwdriver in to lift it, but the cab floor popped out. In fact, the bottom of the cab
sides have a small lip. The body does not entirely come off, being held to the chassis by cables. The
headboard just prized off the smokebox door. The door itself was easily removed by prodding it from
behind with the screwdriver. It's plastic. So, the bulge at the top was easily removed with my scalpel. The

two halves of the moulded-on handrail and number plate should be replaced by a single wire rail and moved
lower down. | thought it too risky so left it alone. | don't think it's noticeable at three feet. The headlight
on the centre of the buffer beam just pulls out. It leaves a rectangular hole with a fine indented lip, so |
fitted a thin piece of plasticard, with the underside edges slimmed down to form a flush fit.

B

Now, the smoke deflectors. These are held on by metal brackets with shoulders for positioning. The thin
parts then go through to the inside of the smokebox and are bent over, Dublo style. There are two at each
end, actually one piece bent into a u-shape. The front ones are easily 'oiked' straight with the trusty
screwdriver whilst the door is off. The rear ones were difficult. They cannot be accessed because the smoke
unit, being in the boiler, is completely in the way. No matter how many screws | risked removing it remained
firmly in place. By pulling the front of the deflectors outwards, twisting and prizing with the screwdriver the
upper ones eventually gave up but the lower ones wouldn't budge. | think they were trapped in place by
the smoke unit. Eventually by bending back and forth the inner ends snapped off. The holes were then filled
with plastic rod.

The tender body is easily removed by removing the screws. The coal load just pushes out. | wanted to
lower the coal load so backfilled with car body filler, then filed away. Very tough plastic! Got a lot easier
when | got down to the filler. Finished with a coat of matt black and real coal.

| concluded the 'refit' by close coupling the tender, fitted with a Kadee coupling, fitted the fully round
cylinder fronts and underside pipes. The result, | feel, is a much more usable loco. It will negotiate curves
down to thirty inches and reverse over a similar crossover. The second 'Scottie', for which | had to sell a
lot more of my Dublo collection than intended to keep the peace at home, will remain as new. Re-named,
it will appear as 'ex-works' and may even receive a dab of varnish.
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Drayneflete and the Western Night Ferry Tony Brown

It is little known that there was for a time in the 1950s and 60s a second overnight train ferry service to
France run by the western region through the port of Drayneflete.

The main expresses from Paddington including the western Night Ferry service itself is run by the Warship
class. (Thank you Fleischman for your excellent HO Warship).
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But once you get to Drayneflete, the line to the dock is run largely by Terriers which run a mix of local
passenger services and the many freight trains largely composed of international ferry wagons.
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The result is that the
station throat out of the
town towards the dock
tends to be constantly
choked with traffic as the
wagons and services
exceed the capacity of the
line.
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Worse, there is also a locomotive shed which again tends to be full of engines, many of which are in poor
condition or en route to scrapping.

The Drayneflete depot also has the habit of painting its Terriers in colourful pre-Nationalisation liveries in
a manner comparable to the way the Scottish Region preserved in pre-Grouping livery one locomotive
from 4 of the 5 pre-Grouping Scottish companies. The depot staff keep their multi-liveried Terriers in tip-
top condition.
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That is the fiction.

The model represents the single line from
Drayneflete town to Drayneflete dock.

| have built my British HO collection over many years
as a side-interest to the extensive HO continental
layouts which | used to have.

Eventually the HO British sideshow came to be the
main focus of my interests — assisted by the society
and Satellite 1:87 - so when, after over a decade
working in Brussels, | was once again able to build a
model, British HO it had to be.

That said, | have reused much from my former
layout and my family tell me the town of Drayneflete
is the most Dutch looking British port they have
ever seen. My excuse is that it was extensively
redeveloped by William Il after the Glorious
Revolution and then, rather miraculously, largely
escaped German bombing.

The pictures show why!

The stock is largely the usual collection of former
Playcraft and Lima vehicles. Not only do | find these
surprisingly impressive and convincing, the ability to
buy them at minimal cost means | have no problems
with weathering and modifying them in a way |
simply can’t bring myself to do when | have spent
£100s on a model.
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Freightliner Wagons & Containers D Hood
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Some time ago | constructed some Worsley Works kits for Freightliner flats. The etches included parts for
five wagons and 20ft containers. | realised that the wagon etches were too long for inner or outer wagons
so after folding up and soldering together, | removed a section from between the bogie centres. In the case
of the inner wagons, | also shortened the frames between bogie centre and headstock. This gave the correct
63'6" and 62'6" for outer (FGA) and inner (FFA) vehicles respectively.
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BR's original Freightliner system used location cones inboard of the solebars (augmented by clamps) along
with recesses in the container base for lifting gear, but this was quickly superseded by the ISO system of
twistlocks fitted along the outer face of the solebar and corresponding corner castings on the containers.

Y b

Most proprietary HO containers use small lugs at the corners but it would have been impractical to produce
and fit tiny precisely-spaced brackets to the solebars to accommodate them, so instead | adopted the BR
arrangement and fitted 3D-printed cones along the wagon, with cosmetic printed twistlock brackets.
Because the cones are at different spacings to the twistlocks, | had to drill three sets of location holes in
the floor of each container so it could line up with the twistlocks depending on position and orientation on

the wagon.
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| didn't use the etched containers as the etches consisted of separate sides / ends etc rather than single
fold-up pieces.

Other fittings (eg bogies, buffers, equipment boxes etc) were also printed. Wheels are 9mm Romford
(slightly too small in fact) and intra-set couplings are "Bachmann DMU couplings" which appear to be
hook & loop couplings without an uncoupling pin.

| made two sets - a Batch | rake (black) and Batch 2 (blue). There are minor differences between the
prototype batches (mostly bogies and brakes) although these models are somewhat simplified
representations, so | have ignored them. Transfers are mostly from Fox (4mm).

There is a vast range of proprietary containers available, although many were probably not seen in the
UK. Some are incorrectly dimensioned (a particular issue with early models) with remediation being
necessary. Recently Modellbahn Union have introduced some useful liveries eg OCL, Freightliner (all-red
phase) and for early types Rowa have a good range (eg Atlantic Container Line / Freightliners Limited /
Shellstar (tanktainer) / Sainsbury's / Winnic). Kleinbahn (International Ferry Freight) and Fleischmann
(Winnic / Crowe & Co) are also useful but require correction of length (mine are heavily weathered to
try and disguise the joins).
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The Fleischmann container is a reasonable (but underlength) representation of BR's L-type. | rebuilt some
Kibri containers into half-height opens and with the aid of transfers designed and printed using a home

computer, it has also been possible to produce other liveries. A Chivas Regal tanktainer was made from a
Hornby clockwork set tank wagon.
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British HO at Eurotrack 2026 David Alexander (& Martin Wykes)

www.eu rotrack.org

Eurotrack is a remarkable co-operation of railway modellers and clubs from countries across Europe. They
have each built modular layout sections in HO scale which, every year, they transport across the continent
for assembly into a massive collective layout. They’ve been performing this amazing feat at venues in a
variety of countries since 1988. Martin Wykes wrote about the 2004 gathering in Satellite no 42.

This year it was the turn of the Rail Club du Pays de Meaux to host the Eurotrack layout, as part of its 40"
anniversary Exposition https://railclubmeaux.fr/ Meaux is a town just a short train ride out of Paris

This year exhibitors brought their modules from as far afield as Hungary, Croatia, Germany, Austria,
Belgium and Romania as well as from several clubs elsewhere in France. Britain has been represented at
Eurotrack since its inception by the Solent Model Railway Group, and | was delighted to be invited by lan
How and Patrick Goethals, along with Martin Wykes and Becky Jones, onto their operating team for the
2026 show.

Eurostar on Eurostar

Page 2 of the last edition of Satellite 1:87 showed a photo taken by the Editor of Martin Wykes, Phil Burkett
and myself manning the Society Stand at the Erith MRS Show in Thamesmead. It was during that exhibition
Martin leaned over to me and said “Your Eurostar would look good going round the layout at Eurotrack”.

Thus it transpired that | placed each of the eighteen cars in my socks and stowed them in a holdall, and
headed off to St Pancras International, to give them a trip to Paris on board their full-size counterpart!

| confess | was concerned at what Customs officers might make of my cargo, so | made a precautionary call
to UK Border Force to explain what | had in mind. After a few quizzical responses | was tactfully reassured
that my model train was unlikely to raise the eyebrows of either British or French Customs — which turned
out, fortunately, to be the case!

Le weekend - in Pictures (Photos by author except where noted)

The start of my K/ . &
international journey. The
Paris train is the E320 on
the right. Whilst, in the
author’s opinion, it loses
to the classic E300 next to
it on looks, it wins for
roominess and comfort.
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At each end of the layout was a dumbbell
section to turn the trains back the way they
came. This is the end provided by the
Veszpréem club from Hungary, featuring a
superb construction scene with a mightily-
impressive tower crane at its centre. The
other end is the black-draped baseboard, at
one o’clock.

Summer 2026

| took these during set-up at the Colisée de Meaux; they
show just one side of the huge modular layout under
construction. The nearest baseboards are from the club
Rail Miniature Caennais
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Martin Wykes kindly provided his all-wheel-drive power car to provide the ‘comph’ for my Eurostar train.
Here it is ‘at home’ on the British module made by lan How of Solent MRS, which features a stone circle
bisected by the line, prehistoric earthworks and a ruined abbey.
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With so many trains from so many countries, a
bit of congestion was inevitable! Here another
of the British representatives, lan’s Warship
and Bulleid coaches, get held up in a queue in a
miniature part of Austria provided by the
Viennese contingent. The Meaux club provided
an exhibition train wrapped in graphics
celebrating the event

Page 16
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In the event, the section lengths of the
modules, which function semi-automatically,
were too short to accommodate all 20
vehicles of the Eurostar. Nevertheless | was
pleased with the visual effect of a half-set
snaking its way through the modules. Here it
finishes negotiating the reverse curves of the
section provided by La Traction Coutancaise.
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lan’s  Warship  pulling
Martin’s rake of 8 close-
coupled, lit, Bulleid coaches
(passing the DBS 66 and
EWS BYAs).

Photo by Martin Wykes
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The Fleischmann
Warship and its train
now has a clear road,
and is passing the tumuli
on the British module
and onto the next.




Another British Class 66, in DB
Schenker livery commissioned by Tim
Stevens, is hauling Martin and lan’s
train of the famed British HO steel coll
carriers through a miniature slice of
Croatia, courtesy of the Zagreb club.

Here are the two aforementioned British Class 66s, captivating just one of the large number of visitors to
the event.
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Martin’s EWS 66215 hauls its train of
Megaboxes through one of the host
g club’s sections.

Martin’s Freightliner-liveried Mehano Class 66
pulling his rake of 9 Roco Habfis wagons.

Photo by Martin Wykes

Alas, there is no photo of Malcolm Carlsson’s
LMS Royal Scot hauling Martin’s reworked LMS
coaches: this derailed on the exit from the
Hungarian’s dumbbell loop and was packed away
before a photo was taken. The Germans were
very complimentary as it passed through their
section on its way to oblivion though!
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Our Hosts

Eurotrack is known for the generous and expansive hospitality shown by the host club to its visitors, and
the members of Rail Club de Meaux were no exception.

Since we were in
Meaux, it was only
appropriate that we
were given a chunk
of the delicious
local speciality Brie
as part of the gala
dinner. Lovely!

On the morning after the exhibition, visiting
clubs were invited to the hosts’ clubroom to
see their magnificent permanent layout. Here
Martin and | survey in awe the complexity and
scale of their layout.
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Looking in the
other direction,
in one corner of
the room is a
mountain scene,
complete  with
rack railway and
cable cars

If that were not enough, the good folk at Meaux laid on a vintage bus to take us to nearby Chelles, where
we were given an exclusive tour of the Urban Transport Museum of France, opened especially for our

party.
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Your author is looking pleased as Punch to
get behind the wheel of an archetypal
Autobus Parisien. You’d have to be pretty agile
to clamber in and out of one of these on a
daily basis!

Photo by Martin Wykes

https://amtuir.org/urban-transport-
! museum-of-france/

4ftagy

Tales From The E-group

William Ayerst has been further experimenting with 3D-printed 1:87 ™
scale bullhead track, via TEMPLOT. The ‘CARROT’ output includes
the checkrails and wing rails, leaving the user to just slide in plain rail
and suitably-filed rail for the switch blades and vee. Alas, his latest
home-printed curved A5 cross-over suffered from the chairs and jaws ¢
being slightly too flimsy.

Gray and others discussed the sound files available for the Hornby HM7000 DCC decoders and listed those
that match with a suitable British HO model.

Max and others shared details of the latest (and some past)
Marklin/Trix, ESU and REE Class 66 releases in |:87
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Alan’s Layout Noodlings #2 — White Swan Coal Yard, Great Yarmouth

This one has been percolating for a good while, albeit originally with 4mm/EM Newtown Halt
in mind. Towards the top end of the Great Yarmouth Union Railway, which g, Bure

linked the 3 stations (Vauxhall, South Town and Beach) via the North Quay,
the rails passing between the White Swan public house and a terrace of

Morth | Denes

houses on its way round to Yarmouth Beach station. Behind the pub was a : f“"’“mr‘"
small coal yard, just a single siding off an elongated loop, 2 points in total. /B Voudhall
, Beach
{
As the North Quay was effectively a tramway, the line was worked by a W GREAT YARMOUTH

succession of loco types with side skirts and cowcatchers — GER/LNER Y6
and J70, the Y10 double-ended Sentinels and latterly Drewry and BR 204hp
diesel-mechanical shunters from Classes 04 and 03. The line closed circa JCORLESTON N, JCH Sa
1970 and few traces remain, although the White Swan pub itself is still open.

North

A recent ‘review of projects’ had me dust off the White Swan Yard info again
with a view to using it for my entry into the DEMU Small Layout Competition.

Double-checking the plan using the ever-useful National Library of Scotland’s \
extensive collection of digitized OS maps, | realized that the coal yard, at \'Gor’esfomn-sfea
3 14ft from pub to level crossing and about 70ft wide across the yard premises I'
would fit, to scale in 1:87, on my customary lkea Lack | [0cm x 26cm floating R “Goriesmn o
shelf. Game on! T A B il
“ wmog, € 2268 metres / “ - Essentially a ‘double tuning-fork’
EE i‘ TAAZ1GOE | ..ooeocosengeeessssoamette N - type shunting puzzle, fed from a
g |~ - \ - fiddlestick or sector plate from the
: right and with a stub headshunt to
955 metresf e "= the left between the pub and house.
, 31331 feet _—-- 1 — __-———-——"—”b:_-‘if%#* - The tower and bakery provide
authentic ‘end stops’ at the rear.
s = 5 — s 7

Ill use Peco Code 75 [
track and have the
locos, including a
recently-arrived

Sparkshot Models 3d-
printed early Drewry*
to finish as Yarmouth
Quay regular 11103, to
join the 3d Y10 Sentinel
acquired a little while
back and my GE Yé
scratchbuild. As all 3
are skirted, they can
share one of my ARU
Models motor bogies.
Stock will be a handful
of RCH 7-plank and |16t
steel minerals, plus a
few vans and brakevans.

*Pll review this in the next issue
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Diary Dates

Saturday 27 June 2026 - Max Holzbauer is exhibiting his British HO layout Westhampton at
CovRail in Coventry.

Saturday 4 & Sunday 5 July — Alan Monk’s Scottish HO layout Dounreay is at Beyond Steam
in Swindon.

Saturday |9 September — Alan takes his other HO layout, Poison Street Parcels, to the
Mid-Essex club’s show in Brentwood, Essex.

Saturday 17 October — Dounreay is at the Beckenham club’s show in Forest Hill, London.
Saturday 3| October — Poison Street Parcels at the Newbury exhibition.

Saturday 7 November — Dounreay out again, this time at WycRail, the High Wycombe
club’s exhibition.

British 1:87 Scale Society Information

Membership of the Society is free and members can access our Forum here:
https://groups.io/g/British | -87ScaleSociety

The British HO website, full of information on what is available in our scale, can be found
here: www.british-ho.com

There is much of value in the Files section of the Forum here: https://groups.io/g/British | -
87ScaleSociety/files It’s also worth looking in the Photos section where you will find photos
of the many HO models made by members over the years.

Finally, back issues of Satellite 1:87, all 86 of them, are full of information and interest.
They can be read (and printed off if so desired) here: https:/groups.io/g/Britishl-
87ScaleSociety/files/Satellite%20 | :87%20-%20Society%20journals

The Satellite 1:87 editor can be contacted at alanmonk@gmail.com

| am always interested in contributions, large and small, for future issues of Satellite 1:87,
especially layout and modelling articles, product reviews and items of interest to modellers
of British outline railways in 1:87 scale.

Satellite 1:87 is published quarterly, copy deadlines are:
| December (Winter), | March (Spring), | June (Summer) | September (Autumn)

My thanks to the following contributors for issue 86:
David Alexander, Tony Brown, Mike Greenwood, D Hood, Martin Wykes and all the e-
group contributors.
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